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the Conference of Ambassadors addressed another Note to the
Lithuanian Government inviting it to come to terms with Poland,
but it again refused to do so. The pleasantest thing bearing on
Polish foreign policy in 1924 occurred when Herriot raised the
French Legation in Warsaw to the rank of an Embassy, the
understanding being that the Polish Legation in Paris would
be given the same.
THUGUTT ON POLISH POLITICS
Skrzynski was an undoubted success; the curious thing was that
he owed his post of Foreign Minister to the fact that Thugutt,
to whom Grabski had offered it after the resignation of Zamoyski,
had been compelled by his party to decline it. Thugutt had
thereupon resigned the leadership of the Radical Populist or
Peasant group Wyzwolenie, and took advantage of the occasion
to write an open letter which threw a lurid light on the domestic
political situation in Poland. He protested against the systematic
and sterile opposition to the Government made by the party at
a time when the work of national reconstruction demanded the
collaboration of every Pole, irrespective of party.
The Ministers, he said, went in fear of the Seym, the Press,
and their subordinates, and were afraid of every gesture and even
of every idea. The Seym, while not without a capacity for sacrifice
in moments of crisis, was afflicted with a probably incurable
impotence. Bold reforms were needed, and for their accomplish-
ment all the parties should recognize that party sacrifices were
necessary. It was the duty of every politician who understood the
situation to offer to collaborate with the Government, no matter
whether such action ran counter to party combinations or other
influences. Thugutt's words made a great impression.
REYMONT AWARDED NOBEL PRIZE
Before 1924 close attention was directed throughout the world
to another phase of Poland. In November the Nobel Prize in
Literature was awarded to Ladislas Reymont for his novel Chlopi
(The Peasants). The award could not but recall that the same
high distinction was in 1902 conferred on another great Polish